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i. Vhils there 15 no lew or veguletion thst speeifieelly wuthorimee the
experriture of Government funds for portraits of offieials, it hes Yecome &
tradition thet suecessive Presidents, Cebinet Hembers, snd Heads of Agenciles
do have their portreits painted, either while in offisce or later,

2. The Comdssion of Fine Arts, of whieh ir, David . Finley is the
chairpen, is charges with paseing on all art metters for the Goverrrent, Howe
ever, .r. Finley saye thelr authority regarding portraits iz quite informal
and they sporove sny good likeness by & resognized painter, In setusl praetioce
it is sustomery to obtein advanse spprwval of the palmter who is to be seleoted,

3+ Invitations moy be sent Lo sewersl portrait painters, whose nores have
been previously clesred with the Fims Arts Camdseion, inquiring whether they
@ould be interssted in painting s portrait and ssking thex to submit an offer,
widsh must be less thwn a stipuleted meximum emownt, This sethed provides
technical somplliance with the formalitdes of Government purchasing rrocedure,

L. Regerding ile ocost of sueh poriraits, an infermel imit of 21,500 has
heen the oedlinz for many years, but this is pot sufficient nowedsys to sitract
loading veinters and certein departmenta are now going as high =8 {2,500, Even
this is less than cutatanding artists charge for such work, but the opportunity
Lo paint 2 pertreit of a distinguishied offieisl whieh will be hung permanently
in Washington, ls stirasstive enouch to persusde them to reduce their normal
Tetes,

5. Hegerding the method of payment, the Cosmptreller recormends that this
be wade with unvouchered funda from the Director's sllotment, subjest only to
the limitations that we do not excead £2,500 and that we obtain sprovel of
the Fine Arts Commission. e also believes thet it would be advissble to pet
more then one painter to mubmt offors as mentioned above.
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